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In April 2008, | was appointed director. | had just retired from a private university in Chiba prefecture at
age 70. My term at the center was two years in the initial agreement, but it was extended another year
during my tenure, making it three years in total.

In early 2011, as | was busy preparing to return to Japan, the Arab Spring arrived in Egypt with
the 25" January Revolution. Crowds of mostly young people opposed to the Mubarak regime and its
absolute power occupied Tahrir Square. The protesters demanded that Mubarak resign. They repeated
these massive demonstrations every Friday, the weekly Islamic holy day. The police could not control

them, and eventually the Egyptian army was deployed. When the foreigners living in Egypt returned to
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their home countries or escaped to other countries, | decided to make personal peace with the ongoing
revolution, and my wife and | remained in Cairo.

The JSPS center is located in the Zamalek district of western Cairo, just a few kilometers from
Tahrir Square. The Libyan embassy is just across the street from the center. The revolutionary wave
across the Arab world that began in Tunisia in late 2010 affected Egypt by way of Libya. So, a large
number of Libyan students and others gathered at the Embassy. | wondered how things would end up.
Because our office is on the ground floor, | was stressed and concerned that the crowds in the streets
would rush into our building. | was careful to keep the doors locked. Then | heard that dictator Qaddafi
had died violently at the hands of antigovernment forces. | filled with deep emotion. |1 had met him
before, and | had published a book on Libya.

In addition to day-to-day work, | had to attend international conferences, organize the konwakai
open lectures and gendai chuto kenkyukai modern Middle East seminars held at the JSPS center. So, |
was quite busy. One of my fondest memories was being invited to serve for two years on a thesis review
committee for the Japanese Language department at Cairo University. | joined the thesis committee and
passed judgments along with three other professors. | was quite impressed that not only authors
themselves, but also their parents, grandparents, and children attended the reviews. The applause was
thunderous.
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From left, the 2015 and 2014 alumni newsletters published under Director Hasegawa
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| was appointed for a 4-year period, from April 2011 to March 2015. Immediately after the Arab
Spring events, we witnessed first-hand the establishment and collapse of an Islamic regime in
Egypt.

During my tenure as director, Egypt was politically unstable. This must have been a
very difficult time for the parents of young adults studying abroad.

The JSPS specializes in international collaborations in higher education. Its exchange
program for undergraduate students was greatly appreciated in briefings held by the Embassy of
Japan and Kyushu University.

I am delighted by the enthusiasm and great support of our Egyptian researcher alumni.
The JSPS also strengthens the relationship between these alumni and both the Africa and Europe
bureaus. The study groups offered at the JSPS Cairo center cover many subjects, from history and
culture to economics and education. The center has become a place of vibrant interactions for
everyone living in Cairo.
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Despite stressful news like the fighting in the Sinai under the Sisi regime, explosions in the outskirts of
Cairo, the abduction and killing of Croatian citizen, and the downing of a Russian plane, day to day life



Naoko Fukami 101

in the Zamalek area remains calm. But post-graduate students rarely come to Egypt. There are only a few
under-graduate students studying Arabic in Egypt, as well as a number of Japanese excavation teams
carrying on with their work.

We continue our activities with the help of our administrative assistant Ms. Bando, and our
secretary Ms. Sabrine.Due to budget cuts, the center will not issue publications this year. We are working
on a draft budget that will to increase our publications allowance for the next academic year. At the same
time, there’s also the issue of storage. We’re moving any publications not related to the Middle East to
our back office on the fourth floor. We are also updating our catalog. We are still holding regular open
lectures (five times a year), special open lectures on the contemporary Middle East (five times a year),
and shodo (Japanese calligraphy) classes every Monday evening. Mr. Ibrahim Tantawy, the director of
our JSPS Alumni Association, holds regular meetings with the alumni twice a month to keep members in
contact with one another. In mid-November, an alumni meeting will be held on occasion of the
International Desert Technology conference at Cairo University. At the end of November, a workshop
will be held at Suez University.
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